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She raised her voice 

against the destruction 

of tribal foods including 

42 types of wild 

vegetables, 18 types of 

tubers, 12 types of 

mushrooms and 42 

species of wild fruits, 

and stopped forest fires 

and deforestation. 

She protected and 

conserved 1500 acres of 

forest by setting up 

mass movement with 

5000 tribal women. 

 

CENTRAL INDIA CONVENTION ON MILLETS 

 

Nutri-Cereals for Nutritional Security 

“SHRI-ANN” 

Mrs.Ujiyarobai Kewtiya 

Crusader for forest conservation and 

other women of her village are now 

ambassadors to promote the 

varieties of millets grown by tribal 



CENTRAL INDIA CONVENTION ON MILLETS 
 

Introduction 

The 2 days residential Central Convention on ("Shri Anna") Millets is organized through 

the initiative of the department of chemical engineering VNIT and NIWCYD Nagpur with active 

support of Directorate of Cotton Development (MoA & FW-GOI), Bharat Tech Foundation & 

Think India-VNIT Chapter. The Convention is inaugurated under the chairmanship of Dr. Pramod 

Padole –Director, VNIT, Nagpur along with active participation of District Administration of Dist-

Dindori- GoMP, Officials of related departments, Scientists, Subject Experts, Farmers and 

Women's representatives, Dieticians, Service providers, Market players& Press Reporters. In 

these 2 days convention, various informative sessions were conducted under the mentorship of 

Govt. Officials, Research Scientist & Subject Experts. Action Millet Group, Merino Innovation 

Centre VNIT & Staff of NIWCYD has been taken very keen efforts to make the convention 

successful and meaningful by organizing Millet Food Fair cum Exhibition. The chief functionaries 

of 10 FPOs from Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh & Chhattisgarh, who represents @ more than 

10000 millet grower were participated. The special attraction of Convention was participation 

of PVTG Leader & Her team, Mrs. Ujiyarobai Kewtiya who is social activist and inspiration for 

tribal & of more than 5000 tribal women from the Dindori district of Madhya Pradesh.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Purpose: - 

Conservation of Local Millet Varieties/seeds & Promotion for Millets cultivation and Market 

Supply Chain Development through the women & farmer organization and building the network 

of like-minded stakeholders for the advocacy, research & technologies with respect to 

International Millet Year 2023. 

 

   



Key Objectives of Convention: - 

 To Review the Millet Policy & Strategy of Govt. for millets promotion. 

 To Know the Unknown about Millets (Why Millets?) 

 To share & exchange the experiences of Millet Growers, Scientist & Thematic Experts. 

 To Generate the awareness among the representatives of farmers & mobilize them on 

importance of millets conservation for nutritional & food security. 

 To develop the chain from “Farm to Fork”. 

 Institutional Capacity Building to take action for conservation and promotion of Millets 

and its traditional seeds. 

 To make ready the millet producer for adoption of Good Agricultural & Post-Harvest 

Management Practices (Backward & Forward Integration). The resource mobilization for 

infrastructure development. 

 Advocacy for Network Building to do the collective work & action to develop Millet 

Culture& Publicity Campaigns.  

 Way Forward & Agreed Action with Role of Individuals & Submit the outcomes of 

deliberation during convention to Ministry of Agriculture &FW-GOI & Ministry of Food 

Processing Industry-GOI as Policy Recommendations for effective promotion of Millets.  

Collaborations:- 

1. Primary Stakeholders-(FPOs & SHG Federation as a representatives of farmers & women 

respectively) 

2. Secondary Stakeholders-( Line Department & Service Providers ) 

3. Tertiary Stakeholders-(Research Scientist & NGO Network+ IIMR+ Technology 

Institutions) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

NIWCYD VNIT VNIT-MAG DCD-MOA ICAR-IIMR 

     

FPO-MH FPO-CG CMRC & FPO MP FPO-MH FPO-MH 



Facilitation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VNIT:- 

Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology Nagpur is a public technical university located in 

the central India city of Nagpur, Maharashtra. Established in 1960, the institute is among 31 

National Institutes of Technology in the country. 

With institutional perspective plan for millet promotion, VNIT will develop a model of millet 

recipe. VNIT in association with 242 hotel management colleges across the country will soon 

develop a "Shri Anna" (Nutri-cereals) recipe model. Through the platform "Think India", coarse 

grain recipes from all over the country will be collected and published in the form of a book and 

millet recipe competition will be held at VNIT on the upcoming International Women's Day. 

NIWCYD:- 

National Institute of Women Child & Youth Development (NIWYD) is a non -government 

organization working for the poor, tribal and other underprivileged sections of the society living 

in the rural and forest villages. Organization's mission to protect and conserve the local ecology 

has given birth to various participatory actions jointly with community based institutions in 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) Baiga in the Baigachak (Cluster of 52 forest villages) 

area of Madhya Pradesh.  

NIWCYD started its activities in Baigachak area with a preliminary focus on the food security of 

the tribal families. In the present situation the Organization have promoted more than 6000 

women self help groups, nearly 3000 farmers primary producer's group and their federations. 

The organization given priority to strengthen the Village Institutions ( Farmer Interest Groups, 

Women SHG, FPOs, Millet Producers, Child Group, SMCs, Adolescents Groups, Frontline Health 

Workers , AWW , ASHA worker) in order to Holistic Rural& Community Development.  

The organization having their presence in 6000 poorest & vulnerable villages of Tribes, Small 

Pockets from pan India , covering the 4 states i.e. Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhatisgarh & 

some part of Uttar Pradesh.  

   



Organization working on millet promotion and traditional seed conservation since its inception 

in Baigachak area for PVTGs and formed 3 FPOs & 1 SHG Federation who is working to increase 

the area of cultivation by procuring produce of millet producers  and processing for millet Bi-

products. In Maharashtra and western region, organization too formed 5 millet based FPOs in 

assistance of SFAC New Delhi and started basic interventions to conserve the seed with 

adoption of advance scientific method & technologies.  

Ministry of Agriculture & Farmer Welfare ,Govt. Of India:- 

The initiatives of Government of India in association with the States to create awareness for use 

of Millets for health benefits in India at Global level, for better remuneration to the farmers, 

protection of resources (soil and water) and creation of direct and indirect employment. 

The collective Role for the millet promotion with Seven Sutra’s are- 

1. Awareness Creation- Branding, Labeling, & Promotion 

2. Nutrition and Health Benefits 

3. Value Addition , Processing & Recipe Development 

4. International Outreach of millets 

5. Entrepreneurship / Start-up/ Collective Development 

6. To Enhance the production & productivity 

7. Policy Interventions for mainstreaming of millets 

 

YES!!..We Promised Ourselves To Bring The Change In Lives of Farmers & Millets in dishes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mentor sessions (Topic & Learning) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Pramod Padole- Director VNIT Nagpur 

He noted & assured:-  

 VNIT is ready to co-operate for millet processing  

Industry by integrating the traditional knowledge and 

technology of Millet 

 The institute has formed the Millet Action Group for R &D 

support  

 Dept of Chemical Engineering, Merino Innovation Centre & 

Think India-VNIT Chapter taking initiative to make this 

endeavor as people movement. 

 In the Canteen of VNIT, one millet menu will be there in 

the dish of students right now. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Dr. Rajendra Chapke- Principal Scientist- ICAR-IIMR Hyderabad 

He said-“India has a hidden treasure of nutrition in the form of 

millet” & He focused on- 

 Around 80% of human diseases are caused by wrong 

eating style and diet. 

 India produces 20% of world’s total millets & Maharashtra 

is second after Rajasthan  

 The importance of Millet, benefits, types, cropping system, 

modern cultivation methods, the use of hybrid and 

modified seeds. 

 He pointed that; housewives should do the work of 

inculcating the taste of coarse grain on the tongue of the 

young; only then thenew generation will be healthy and 

well-rounded. 

 

 

Dr. A.L. Waghmare- Director-Cotton Development ( MoA & FW-

GOI)  

He informed to the house about millets status in Global, India & 

Scheme Implementation & Steps taken/to be taken by GOI for 

promotion of millets in view of IYM2023.  

1. Awareness Creation- Branding, Labeling, & Promotion 

2. Nutrition and Health Benefits 

3. Value Addition , Processing & Recipe Development 

4. International Outreach of millets 

5. Entrepreneurship / Start-up/ Collective Development 

6. To Enhance the production & productivity 

7. Policy Interventions for mainstreaming of millets 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Mitali Sethi (IAS)- Director-VANAMATI Nagpur. 

She stated in her speech that- “In the course of globalization, the 

importance of coarse grains decreased” 

 The contribution of women in agriculture is important 

 She assured the organizers to organize a millet workshop 

at VANAMATI Nagpur and submit a proposal for 

imparting capacity building training to the farmers. 

 She asserted that every factor in the decision-making 

process needs to be brought on a single platform to 

demonstrate the dietary importance of Millet.  

Mr. C.R.Ahirwar- SDAO- Dept. of Farmer Dev.& Welfare , 

District Dindori-GoMP 

He stated & described the role & initiative of PVTG women for the 

conservation of millet seed through seed bank and their love & 

affection for the promotion of traditional treasure conservation in 

Baigachak area District Dindori, Madhya Pradesh. 

Women Federation has been started to supply the millet to 400 

Anganwadis & GoMP noticed their big achievement to motivate 

them. 
 

Dr. Sachin Mandavagane- HOD Chemical Engineering, VNIT 

Nagpur 

“VNIT has been formed a Millet Action Group” 

He stated in his opening speech, the purpose of this Central India 

Convention is not limited to discussion but for the collective 

action of stakeholders to accomplish the goal of IYM 2023 with 

perspective plan. In this direction, VNIT has taken the initiative 

on to coarse grain (Millets) recipes & planned to connect 242 

Hotels Management Colleges of the country with VNIT and 

Implement the training program.  
 

Mr. R.K.Malviya- Chief Functionary-NIWCYD Nagpur. 

“Conservation of Traditional Seed of Millet are necessary by 

Establishing Seed Bank” 

The central government has undertaken a seven-pronged 

mission to restore the coarse grain to its former glory.  

We are as NGO, working in this sector since 32 years with like-

minded network partners and submitted our representations to 

Govt. of states and central for the conservation of traditional 

millet and to increase its cultivation with better agronomic 

practices and developing infrastructures for value addition 

through established FPOs & SHG Federation. The farmers 

organization should preferred under the mission of millet . 

 
 



Millet Producers & Experts Views 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Shweta Deotale- Research Officer- Merino 

Innovation Centre VNIT Nagpur 

She introduced about the nutritional values of 

millets. She compared the Health Benefit of millets 

with other food crops. 

 

Dr.R.B.Thakare-International Consultant-Agri. 

Research & Agro. Forestry 

He stated the importance of “Shri Ann” as climate 

Resilience crop & as food chain security 

 

 

  

Dr. V. Shridhar- Sr. General Manager- VMDDP 

(NDDB) Nagpur 

He explained on uses of Millet as nutritional Cattle 

feeds & Role of NDDB to market the Millet feed 

 

Dr. S.B. Kawitkar- HOD , College of Veterinary 

Nagpur. 

He guided on animal husbandry services and 

Rearing of high quality milking animals. 

. 

 

 

Dr. K.C. Malhotra- Ex-Director, Indian Statistic 

Institute Kolkotta. 

 

He stated status of millets at the international level 

 

Mr. Vijay Mule- FPO Director 

He brought attention of forum on the ground 

realities of farmer regarding the inadequate 

infrastructural facilities 



CENTRAL INDIA CONVENTION ON MILLETS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical Perspective of Millets 

Millets are Ancient Grains for a Healthy Nature & Healthy Human Generation. Millets have 

been a part of the Indian food basket for hundreds of years. They are deeply ingrained in our 

food systems, culture & traditions. They find mention in religious texts and are a part of many 

traditional Indian practices. In the Indian sub-continent, millets were used as a staple in most 

households prior to the Green Revolution.  

Indian Government declared the millet promotion as “People Movement “and has been a 

leader in millet movement and showing the way to the rest of the world for potential of millets. 

Research and work have done on millets in India have also shown the positive impact and 

usefulness of millets in dealing with mal-nutrition, management of diseases like diabetes, heart 

conditions, anemia as well as their climate resilience and contribution to nutrition security. 

Cultural customs also reflects the prevalence and usage of millets. Millets are used for fasting 

purpose, songs sung by women during sowing and harvest times mention millets and in many 

communities, they were also used to bless the bride and groom during marriage ceremonies.  

(Source-Yojna-Millet-Pallavi Upadhyay) 

 

 

 



International Millet Year 2023 (Policy, Plan & Program) 

The Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi has also shared his vision to make IYM 

2023 a 'People's Movement' alongside positioning India as the 'Global Hub for Millets'. 'Millets' 

were among the first crops to be domesticated in India with several evidence of its 

consumption during the Indus valley civilization. 

The U.N. General Assembly in his 75th session adopted a resolution, sponsored by India and 

supported by more than 70 countries, declaring 2023 as the International Year of Millets. The 

resolution is intended to increase public awareness on the health benefits of millets and their 

suitability for cultivation under tough conditions marked by climate change. 

Millets have been an integral part of our diet for centuries. In addition to a plethora of health 

benefits, millets are also good for the environment with low water & input requirement. With 

the aim to create awareness and increaseproduction & consumption of millets, United Nations, 

at the behest of the Government of India, declared 2023 the International Year Millets. 

Existing Situation:- 

Although these miracle grains were traditionally a part of our food platter across the length and 

breadth of country, their presence in our food plates reduced significantly over the years due to 

a multitude of factors. Socio-economic dynamics resulting from the hardy nature of the crop, 

relegated them to be the grain of the poor. They grow without much input and even in the 

worst of lands. As a result, they were looked down upon. With growing support for wheat and 

rice and easy availability, people moved easily to them due to a desire for upward mobility. In 

fact, in many places millets have been systematically discouraged from cultivation. All of these 

factors led to steady decline of millets from our diverse food plates. At present, production is 

limited because millets are being grown only in certain pockets. Processing facilities for value 

addition to millets are also limited. Times of India taken notice of the sensitive statement 

quoted by Mrs. Ujiyarobai Kewatiya-“Trader brings soap, oil, other goods; we trade it for 

millets”. TOI highlighted the ground reality of PVTGs exploitation by the middleman in given 

news that valuable nutritious food crop is purchasing by exploitative manner. Mrs. Ujiyarobai & 

TOI says more about the existing situation to bring attention the of Govt to change this.  

 

 

 

 

 



Need  

In the post-COVID era, there has been a renewed interest in eating healthy and millets are 

increasingly finding favor amongst many. The last two years have seen an upswing in the 

interest & conservation around millets. The Prime Minister of India in the UN Assembly put 

forth and spoke about the pandemic and stressed the importance of making millets a future 

food option due to its health benefits, climate resilience and potential for food security. Despite 

this, there is significant need to work on awareness and consumptions of millets, both within 

and outside the country.  

Myths & Misconception about millets still continue to be widespread. The studies by researcher 

show that there is a significant gap between people who were health conscious (91%) and 

those who were sure millets are healthy (40%). In rural India, the challenge continues to be the 

socio-economic view on consuming millets which discourages widespread consumption.  

Millets being naturally Gluten Free and nutritious. To increase the demand and make them a 

regular food option, mission mode campaigning is required which not only encourages people 

to move towards millets  but also counters the myths and misconceptions as well as demystifies 

their cooking.  

 

Scope & Opportunity:-  

 Fast growing market in consumption of  fast food  

 Genesis of different recipes &Cuisine  in food and  RTU & RTC products 

 Government, Start-up , Hotels, Chefs and even home Chefs have been instrumental in 
reviving the interest in millets and there is huge scope in food service industry. 

 State and Central Govt’s promotional scheme for Food processing enterprise 
development 

 Gluten Free value added products made from millet can be developed for the export 
market. 

 Millets are also the right fit for those consumers who are vegetarian and prefer the 
gluten free diet in their dish due to high nutritional values. 

 International millet year 2023 & National millet year 2018 ( provisions & policies) 

 Value & supply chain development ( infrastructure facilities & liasoning & marketing 

channel) 

 Water & climate resilient crop ( application of better agronomic practices in support of 

agronomist & MoA & FW, Central & State) 

 Characteristics of millets ( medicinal & nutritional)- ( support of scientist & subject 

experts+ dieticians) 

 



Millet Stall Exhibition& Food Festival:- 

 

Millet mix prepared by VNIT researchers was relished by the students at the "Shri Anna" 

convention. 

SHG & FPO from Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh & Chhattisgarh organized a stall of various 

types of millets and their nutritional bi-products. 

Ragi, Kutki, Kangani, Rala and Sava are included in the healthy mix of RTU start up created by 

young researchers of VNIT. Using it you can prepare any delicious, crunchy, salty and fermented 

Edli Dosa to Bhaji, Vada Chakali or Vaidarbhiya Sambhar Vadi to Diwali Shev, Chakli, Chivda. So 

you can make any sweet from nutri mix including ragi, kutki, kangani, rala, sava and millet and 

enjoy a healthy sweetness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  



Way Forward & Recommendations  

 

 Reflection & Promotion of Dindori model ( Madhya Pradesh) of Millet Seed Bank in the 

country for  Conservation & promotion of traditional varieties/ seeds of millets.The 

NIWCYD is a Resource Institution of FPOs in Nutri-cereals (Millets) under NFSM in 

Maharashtra. 

 The Government of India should make it compulsory to include Millets in the mid day 

meal in Anganwadis and schools.  

 Bringing all millets under MSP umbrella. 

 Establishment of millet Common Facility Center at FPO & SHG Federation level for value 

addition through infrastructure development. Benefits of Central & State Govt. Schemes 

should be preferred & promote for employment generation for unemployed youths & 

rural, tribal SHG Women.  

 Training programs for capacity building of farmers & extension personals. 

 Infrastructure facilities for processing, storage, value addition & marketing. It is strongly 

recommended that, One Village One Millet Milling & De-hulling Machine should be 

there which would be run by active women SHG for Drudgery Reduction of women.  

 Bridging the yield gaps between FLDs & Farmers practice. 

 Group farming of millets to protect the crop from biotic stress (birds). 

 Reducing mono-cropping (promote intercropping/multi-cropping) to save soil and crops. 

 Govt. should pass order & circular to include one menu of millets in the meal for those 

institutions where students are residential in Hostels, Schools & Colleges.  

 Special drive for revival of area where  these millets were grown before. 

 There are many FPOs promoted in tribal and rural areas of India who may play crucial 

role to organize the farmers for millet cultivation. Support mechanism for those FPOs 

which is formed for millets by assessing them. 

 Promotion of SMEs with special subsidies offers for value added products / recipes.  

 Processing on waste of millets (Straws etc) by introducing new Technology to value 

added it as cattle feed during off season of fodder. 

 Awareness drive for farmers, students and youths from rural and urban about IYM & for 

the conservation and promotion of millets. 

 To promote millets for exports as it is organically produce with low inputs. 

 Awareness generation (drives & campaign mode) for benefits of millets & crop 

diversification from exploitative crop to millets  

 Campaign against corporate culture ( commerciality rather than originate and quality 

concern) 

 ICAR-IIMR recommended varieties of millets to be brought under seed chain for 

multiplication and area expansion. 



 Inclusion of dieticians & Professionals in advocacy 

 Outlet for millets products at town level/metro city. It is recommended to establishing 

Millet Parlor & Outlet, giving preference to Youths & Rural women. 

 Primitive may play important role to disseminate the traditional knowledge on millets  

 Procedural conservation of tribal community involved in millets 

 Need of organized work by developing 3 tier systems that will work in manner with Joint 

Action Plan. 

(3–Tier   System- CBOs (FPO/SHG Fed.)- GO (Line Dept.)- CSN (NGO/TC/TI/R&D) 

 Process for documentation of best practices in millets. 

Mission Millet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Role of Stakeholders 

FPO/SHG Federation 

 Organizing millet producers & Formation of FIG  

 Co-ordination & liaisoning with Local Govt. Officials to avail the benefit of schemes. 

 Grant Application for relevant schemes of central & state Govt. under the mission millet 

 Infrastructure development ( Common Facility Centre) 

 Awareness generation for multiplication of millet cultivation area among the farmers 

 Seed bank development 

 Seed treatment 

NIWCYD  

 Facilitator between collaborators & CBOs (Facilitator for FPO) 

 



 Applicant for resource mobilization for millet producer group & FPO 

 Project implementation as implementing agency  

 Project monitoring and supervision, Advocacy  & community mobilization  

 Marketing support & network building 

 Supply chain development 

 Support in statutory compliance 

 Process documentation  

VNIT Nagpur: - 

Support in Research, Science &Technology, Principal Investigators, Millet Action Group, 

Recipes, Product Design & Development. 

Ministry of Agriculture &Farmer Welfare-GOI& State:-  

Support for Better Agronomic Practices & in Project implementation  

Collaborators & Partners 

 ICAR-IIMR Hyderabad: - 

Support in Seed selection & Supply, Cultivation Technology, FLDs, Promotional events, 

INM & IPM technology& Knowledge support. 

 NDDB:- 

Help in Milk marketing, Livestock development through National Livestock Mission, 

specially support for millet based nutritious cattle feeds 

 MAFSU:-  

Technical support for Millet Fodder development, Innovation & research. 

 VANAMATI, Nagpur:- 

Support in Training & Institutional capacity development of Farmers 

 CSN/NGO Partners:- 

Advocacy & Network building  

 Subject Experts:-  

Dissemination of experience & knowledge for better applications and implementation of 

mission  

 Manufacturer :-  

Plant & Machinery for production and allied advance technology 

 Karmayogi Consultancy Services Pvt. Ltd.  Amravati:-  

Process documentation & Consulting services for assignments in consortium 

 

In order to make this sustainable and truly manifest the spirit of the International Year of 

Millets 2023, it needs to become a mass movement. The millets should be the part of dish in 

daily meal and food plate. 



Media Coverage  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 



Participation 

Back Desk Participants Front Desk Participants 

FPO Western Maharashtra 
 Turkewadi Vibhag Nachani 

Shetkari Utpadak Producers 
Co. Ltd. Dist- Kolhapur 

 Kadgaon Vibhag Nachani 
Producers Co. Ltd Dist- 
Kolhapur 

 Taradgaon Vibhag Jwari 
Producers Co. Ltd, Dist- 
Satara 

 Khatav Vibhag Jwari 
Producers Co. Ltd, Dist- 
Satara 

 Gondawale Vibhag Jwari 
Farmers Producer Company 
Ltd. Ta-      Dist- Satara 

Madhya Pradesh 
 Doganafal Kisan PCL Dist- 

Dindori 
 Karanjiya  FPCL Karanjiya 

Dist-Dindori 

Chhattisgarh 
 Gariaband Tribal Farmer 

Producer Company 
Limited 

 Amarkantak Tribes 
Farmer Producer 
Company Limited 

Govt. Officials   SDAO- Dept of 
Farmer Welfare & 
Development  Dist 
Dindori (MP) 

 Sr.GM- 
VMDDP(NDDB) 

 Dept. of Animal 
Husbandry 
 

SHG  Tejswini Nari Chetana 
Women Federation 
Mehadwani Dist- Dindori 

Service Providers   Sanjivani Agro. 
Machinery Nagpur 

Farmers   Millet Producers ( Kodo, Kutki, Ragi, Sorghum, Sawa , Bajra etc) 

Activist & Professionals Subject  Experts 

Development  NGO-Network 
Partners 

 Gramayan 
Pratishthan 
Nagpur 

 Triveni 
Foundation  
Amravati 

Scientist  ICAR-IIMR Hyderabad  
 Research Scientist 

VNIT  

Consultant   Karmayogi 
Consultancy 

Academicians   Professors  
 Students ,Dept. of 



Services Pvt. Ltd. 
Amravati  

 International 
Advisor  

 Technical Advisor 

Chemical Engg.VNIT 

Health Expert   Dietician ( Health 
Studio 
Chandrapur) 

 Nutritionist 

Investigators   Research Officer 
 Millet Action Group 
 Merino Innovation 

Centre  
 Think India VNT 

Chapter 

Key Mentors 

Dr. Pramod Padole Director- VNIT Nagpur Mrs. Mitali Sethi 
(IAS) 

Director VANAMATI Nagpur 

Dr. Rajendra Chapke Principal Scientist- ICAR-
IIMR Hyderabad 

Dr. V. Shridhar Sr. General Manager- NDDB 
 

Dr. R.B. Thakre 
 

International Consultant, 
Agriculture Research 

Dr. S.B. Kawitkar HOD, College of Veterinary 
Nagpur 
 

Dr. K.C. Malhotra Ex. Director- Indian 
Statistic Institute-GOI 

Dr. Sachin 
Mandavgane 

HOD ( Dept. of Chemical 
Engg,), VNIT Nagpur 

Mr. Rajesh Malviya Vice-president NIWCYD 
Nagpur 

Dr. A.L. 
Waghmare 

Director- Directorate of 
Cotton Development ( MoA-
GOI) 

Dr. Shweta Deotale Research Officer, Merino 
Innovation Center, VNIT 
Nagpur 

Mr.C.R.Ahirwar SDAO- ( Dept of Farmer 
Welfare & 
Development.,Dindori 
District MP) 

Dr. Anupama Kumar-  HOD , Dept, of 
Chemistry, VNIT Nagpur 

Mr. Sanjay 
Kshirsagar- 

Director, Sanjivani Agro. 
Machinery, MIDC Hingna  

 

Session Schedule 

Sessions Topic Chief Mentor & Facilitators 

Day-1:- 15th Feb 2023  

Session-1 Inauguration of Convention  & Millet 
Stall  

Dr. Pramod Padole-Director VNIT Nagpur 

Introduction and Purpose of 
Convention  

 Dr. Sachin Mandavgane-HOD ,Che. 
Engg. VNIT Nagpur  

 Mr. Rajesh Malviya- Chief Functonary, 
NIWCYD Nagpur 

 Mr. Vijay Mule-Director, FPO Satara 



Millet Landscape & Overview ( PPT) Dr. Shweta Deotale-Research Officer- Merino 
Innovation Centre, VNIT Nagpur  

Mechanization for Millet Processing  Mr. Sanjay Kshirsagar-Director, Sanjivani 
Agro.Machinery MIDC Higna  

Importance of Millet in Diet & Global 
Overview on Millet  

Dr.R.B.Thakre- International Advisor, Agri. 
Research 

Session-2 Millet –Treasure of India  Dr. Rajendra Chapke- Principal Scientist-ICAR-
IIMR Hyderabad  

Open Discussion ( Q &A)- Participants 
& Experts  

Facillitation- 
Dr. Anupama Kumar- HOD Dept of Chemistry , 
VNIT Nagpur 
Mr. Rajeshkumar Malviya  

Millet's Seven Principles Dr.A.L.Waghmare-Director, Cotton 
Development , MoA-GOI 

Tribes & Millets  Mr. C.R. Ahirwar-SDAO, Dept. of Farmer 
Welfare & Development Dist- Dindori (MP)  

“Shri Anna” Food Festival  Action Millet Group & Merino Innovation 
Centre , VNIT Nagpur  

Day-2:-16th Feb 2023 

Session-3 Millet as a Nutritious Cattle Feed & 
National Livestock Mission  

Dr. V. Shridhar-Sr. General Manager, 
VMDDP(NDDB) 

Quality Breed for Quality Product –
Livestock Development  

Dr. S.B.Kawitkar- HOD, College of Veterinary 
,Nagpur  

Millets Conservation and Production  Dr. K.C. Malhotra-Ex.Director, Indian Statistic 
Institute , Calcutta 

Role of Govt. in Millet Promotion  Mr. Mitali Sethi (IAS)-Director, 
VANAMATI,Nagpur 

Millet Song  Mrs. Ujiyarobai & Team 

Open Discussion(Q &A)-Problem 
statement, Remedial measures, 
Recommendations, Suggestions, 
Resolutions & Way forward ( Collective 
Action) 

Facilitation- 
Mr. Rajeshkumar Malviya, 
Dr. Sachin Mandavgane  

 Concluding  Mr. Rajeshkumar Malviya  

Documentation Mr. Bhalchandra Gawande-Director, 
Karmayogi Consultancy Services Pvt.Ltd. 
Amravati 

Vote of Thanks  Dr. Anupama Kumar  

Program Arrangement  Millet Action Group & Team of 
Students ,VNIT Nagpur  

 Staff of NIWCYD, Nagpur  

 

 



Special Assistance 

Millet Action Group & Merino Innovation Centre VNIT Nagpur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchoring:- 

Dr. Ipsita Chakravarty – Research Scientist VNIT Nagpur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Millet Action Group VNIT Nagpur 

Millet Action Group played important role to host the 

convention. The group is working on Research & 

Development of Millets with advance technology, 

usable in making the bi-products of millets and how to 

enrich it for nutritional security. The Group taking 

keen efforts to make trends of millets in the 

consumer’s.  

 

 

Dr. Ipsita Chakravarty is a Scientist at VNIT & 

Member of Merino Innovation Centre. She played 

important role during Convention by introducing 

key purpose of event & briefing important 

actionable message given by mentors through 

this convention. 

In Inauguration session, she presented her own 

composed poetry on Millet who inspired the all 

participants and messaged about the need & 

important of millets now a days.  

 

 

Merino Innovation Centre VNIT Nagpur 

Merino Innovation Centre who is involved in Bio-

technology research work and doing well on it. During 

the convention on millets, MIC hosted a food fair and 

introduced the millet mix products & use of it in millet 

recipes.  



Vote of Thanks:- 

Dr. Anupama Kumar- HOD Dept. of Chemistry VNIT Nagpur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Thanks  

Print & Electronic Media 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Anupama Kumar  is a Professor at VNIT. She is one 

of the member of Millet Action Group. She passed her 

gratitude to all participants who took active part in 

the 2 days Central India Convention on Millets.  

She conduct the valedictory session & expressed vote 

of thanks to all those Mentors, Scientists, Dieticians, 

FPO members, SHG Leaders, Investigators, Service 

Providers, Consultant, Subject Experts, Advisors, 

Member of MAG , MIC VNIT, Students , Staff of 

NIWCYD & all those who played their role direct & 

indirectly to make this convention successful. 

She expressed Special thanks to Media 

Representatives who introduced & aware the 

community on millets through News coverage.  
 

 Lokmat 

 Sakal 

 Tarun Bharat 

 Nagpur Smachar 

 Lokmat Samachar 

 Times  

 Navrashtra 

 The Hitvada 

 Lokmat Times 

 Deshonatti 

 Loksatta 

 UCN News 

 Aawaz India TV 

 IBM TV9 

 AB Marathi News 

 NAGPUR INFO 

 The Times of India 

 The Live Nagpur 

 National Web Media 

Today, we are living in a society where information is 

everything, it naturally shapes that we are living in an 

information society, where the media is the strapping 

tool of communication and connectivity. The media 

plays an active role in social and personal life. 

Print & Electronic Media are the key source of 

information dissemination and generating awareness 

among the people for the well being of society. It is 

important column of democracy and can play crucial 

role in the behavioral change.   

The representative of media in the convention played 

their role with responsibility and spread over the 

message of convention to connect the community in 

the mission of millets.  



 

Starting Journey with Millet Mission for Nutritional Security of Nation 

 
 

“Coming Together Is Beginning, 

Keeping & Thinking Together Is Progress And 

Working Together Is Success” 

 
 

Report Compiled by:- 

Karmayogi Consultancy Services Pvt. Ltd. Amravati 

Email-kcs.bhalchandra@gmail.com 

Cell-9922649474 

THANKS!!! 

Links 

Millet News-(TOI),   Video Clip of Millet Convention -(National Web Media),  ,Millet News-(The Live Nagpur),   

Premier-Millet Convention,  Ujiyarobai-Forest Crusadar-(Dainik Bhaskar) 

 

 

mailto:Email-kcs.bhalchandra@gmail.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/trader-brings-soap-oil-other-goods-we-trade-it-for-millets/articleshow/97991536.cms?from=mdr
https://youtu.be/Sa8B0MUtle4
https://thelivenagpur.com/2023/02/13/two-day-conference-on-shrianna-millets-at-vnit/
https://youtu.be/w2jwb9dyZmk
https://www.bhaskar.com/local/mp/dindori/news/ujiaro-saved-1500-hectares-of-forest-studied-up-to-third-kept-talking-even-after-going-abroad-130696706.html

